


Chrce, lowg ago, @ race of robot beings called Autobots were
Jorced 1o wratge e agaimsd another race of robots called
Deecepticons, to bring peace bock to their bome planet of
Cyhertron

As the war wont on, chance brought botly sides to Earth, They
crashed so violently oo landing that all the robots Ly in the
EHHJI.& CFinsd, '.rrml'lrd']'..' E'IHI|F|H |'|'rqI i|-|,:-r oeter ||-|_r||r ml”hl,u VEArs

Suddenly the eweray sel in motion Iy a powerful volcanic
eruflion gines flvem hIe OMCE more ﬂqu Hlf urir sfairds .r” OET
again bere on Earth Among the robots’ mamy stramge powers is
the ability 1o transform into other shapes, and they wse this lo
dismise hemsrlpes fo Jrl' i ieth the ciimlisaion ri'!r.].' Jind om
Farth, The Autohots have to defend themseloes, they hare o
profect this planel with all its valuable resources and the peaple
who live bere - and they must also build a wew spaceship if they
are ever do get back to Cyhertron
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Megatron, leader of the Decepticons, wanted
power. He wanted power over planet Earth so
that he could return to his own planet Cybertron,
and from there seize power over the entire
Galaxy. But every time that power seemed within
his grasp, he was foiled by the Autabots.

“It is unthinkable,” he cried, “that |, the mighty
Megatron, should be thwarted again and again by
those tools and weaklings the Autoboes!”

Everyone has a weak spot,” said Starscream.
Find the Autobots’ weak spot and yvou have them
in the palm of your hand.”

You may be right,” said Megatron. "And |
think | know what it is. The Earthlings who have
hetriended them . ..they mean a lot to Optimus
Prime. We must find out all we can about these
creatures,

“| say exterminate them,” said Starscream. “This
miserable planet would be all the better for being
rid of those flabby human beings.”

What you say is unimportant!” cried
Megatron. "Soundwave! Activate Laserbeak”




"LASERBEAK.. ACTIVATE!" said Soundwave,

"OPERATION OBSERVE AND RECORD!"

An audio-cassette ejected from Soundwave's
chest pack and transformed in mid-air to the
ferocious bird-robot.

“Seek out Earth-people and observe them,”

ordered Megatron, “Locate one of their settlements.

Study their habits. Transmit and record all that
vou learn.”

In a moment the mechanical creature was
winging its way swiftly through the sky

“Study their habits!” laughed Starscream, "Do
vou want to become like them? Soft? You are
too old, M::p';urnn It is time that the Dec epticons
had a new leader.”

' am old because | am hard,” said M{'[.',Ell-‘rﬂﬂ-
‘An impatient fool like you, Starscream, will be
lucky to survive to hall my age.”
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Hidden in a remote area, the Decepticon base
was far from the nearest town or village. The sun
had set and the darkness was deepening over the
countryvside Hl'rurr | .'we;||11.'.|L saw the line ol a
road far below, and changed course to follow it

A moving light appeared. It was a car Laserbeak

swooped down for a better view, He signalled
back to Megatron: "HUMAN VEI {ICLE ON
HICHWAY. PROCEEDING, ONE TWO FOUR
DEGREES. SPEED SEVENTY T™WO
KILOMETRES PER HOUR OBSERVATION
CONTINUES."

Megatron listened to the message.
VEHICLE APPROACHING BUILDINC .
COMPLEX. REDUCING SPEED. STF}T‘F‘.LE‘J

HUMANOID PASSENGERS EMERGING

Laserbeak circled the farm as the farmer and his
family got out of the car. A short distance away
were other buildings: a village, On a hill the
robot saw a tall tower-like structure with tour
autstretched arms. He flew towards it, ki;,‘l‘l..'llhl:'u.::

INVESTIGATING UNIDENTIFIED OBRJECT..
And at that moment he hit the overhead

powerlines to the farm!
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As the metal bird sliced through the high
voltage cables, there was a blinding flash. The
sudden shock caused a malfunction in Laserbeak's

mechanism. He transformed in an instant to his
casserte form and dropped to the ground. In the
grass he tried desperately to transform back  but
the electricity had temporarily de-energised his

transtormer unit

The farmer ran towards the power line. Broken
“hles trailed uselessly on the ground and the
lights and power in the farmhouse were dead. He
lit an oil lamp and made his way to the telephone
ro report the damage. The engineer asked it he
had any idea what could have been the cause

You probably think this is crazy,” he said, "but
‘st hefore the flash, | thought | saw something fly
wer the car. Like a big bird. The headlights

reflected off it as it it were metall”




Meanwhile, back atr the Decepticon base,
Megatron raged as Laserbeak’s message was

Guggest re-run and analysis of non-verbal signals,
he said.

abruptly cut off. Soundwave re-adjusted the

controls on the audio-monitor, but there was no
response.

‘Carry on, Soundwave,” said Megatron.

Soundwave re-ran the tape of readings from
| aserbeak’s instruments. "AT THE MOMENT OF
CUT-OFF LASERBEAK. REFORTED :
LINKNOWN STRUCTURE. RADAR READ-
OUT CONFIRMS. OBIECT IS MECHANICAL,
BUT WITH ZERO MAGNETIC RESPONSE.”

“Impossible,” cried Starscream. "Such a
L . "
mechanism cannot exist!

‘Nonetheless,” said Megatron, “we will

investigate.”

o
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"Perhaps Laserbeak has been destroved by the
Earthlings,” suggested Skywarp.

“Such a thing is far beyond their <kill," said
Starscream. “lt is a temporary malfunction of his
transmitting equipment. Keep trving, Soundwave.”

soundwave continued to adjust the controls.




While Megatron and the Decepticons puzzled
over Laserbeak's interrupted sipnal, the Autohors
were also mystified. Hound had picked up the
signals and Optimus Prime called for Spike.

"l don't like it,” said the Autobot leader, “when
the Diecepticons get so interested in the doings of
the Earth people. | don't think that they're
planning to do them any favours. Spike, what do
vou make of all this?"

Spike shook his head. “Not much,” he said.
“Laserbeak evidently followed a car to a small
town or village. He saw something on a hill,
Radar, do you think?"

“A Decepticon would recognise and understand
2 radar installation,” said Optimus Prime. "Hf:ruml.
can vou fix Laserbeak’s last known position from
the ::i;mnh 1" He fetched a map, and while Hound
read out the figures he said, "Here it is: a small
village lying among the woods and hills.

“Right,” said Optimus Prime. "Hound, go and
investigate. Spike had better go too. Pt,'"rhilpi he
can explain what it was Laserbeak saw.




Shortly after daybreak the engineers arrived at
the farm to repair the broken power lines. As
they got down fram their truck they looked at
the severed cables.

“Wow!" said one. “Would you look at that!
And this farmer guy thinks he saw a bird fly inta
it. Some bird!”

‘Could've been a low-flying plane,” said the
other,
“If it had been a plane it would have been

spread all over the grass in a million bits,” said the
first man,

Well, there's something in the grass. Seel”

The engineer bent down to leok. “It's a
cassette,” he said, picking it up. "Some kid must
have dropped it. No label. The rain must have ;
washed it off.” He put the cassette in the cab of
their truck while they started work. They finished
before noon. As they drove out of the field the
man who had found the cassette pushed it into
the cassette player in the dash-board. It gave out a
series ol h]::pa. “Huh! A dud!” he said. And he
took it from the machine and threw it out of the
window.




The repair truck had barely gone when the
farmer's son came running across the field
followed by his dog. The boy picked up a stick
and threw it, and the dog ran after it. But instead
of bringing the stick back, the dog pawed at
something on the ground, and the boy ran up to
Investigate.,

contained. He put it into his pocket and hurried
home.

"Have vou got all the music ready for the
dance?” his mother asked.

Yes," he replied. “The cassettes are all in a box
in my bedroom.”

He didn't remember the strange cassette he had

In the grass was a cassette. He picked it up and tound until he was changing his shirt to go out.
examined it. It certainly wasn't one of his. There He took it from his pm;kq:t, threw it on the bed,
wasn't even anything to say what kind of music it and forgot about it

=



These Earthlings are more advanced than we
thought,” said Megatron,

While Hound and Spike were on their way,
Megatron, Starscream and Soundwave had already
reached the village. Unseen by the humans, the
three Uf.'l..f.'p!u'nlh watched from a hij..:l'l hill,
Cazing across the treetops, they saw the strange

z > e ,

“And lose for ever the secret of a zero magnetic

structure reported by Laserbeak. F : :
enerpy mechanism?” cried Megatron, "Never! We

i " ,'“_"““"ﬂ.l will wait and watch.”

\ ’” | AT

Unaware that alien eves watched their cvery
move, the villagers went about their business. A
car drove up to the farm. The farmer s wile went
up to her son's room. She picked up the single
cassette from the bed and put it into a box with a
dozen others. A few minutes later the box was on
the back seat of the car, being carried to the
'h'l"l'l.,.“." I‘l;ﬂl

Fhat makes them dangerous,” said Starscream.
Destroy them now while we have the chance.

Soundwave directed his sonic detec tor towards it,

"CONFIRM MECHANICAL...CONFIRM
ZERO MAGNETIC RESPONSE...OPERATION
AND FUNCTION UNKNOWN.. SUGCCGEST
EARTHLING ENERCY SOURCE. LASERBEAK
TRACE ZERO."

2]




Transformed into his jeep shape, Hound sped
along the road, Spike sat in the driving seat with
the map spread in front of him

Late in the afternoon they came to a village
The village was surrounded by hills, some of
them wooded, and on one hill stood a large
windmill. “That must be what Laserbeak saw "
said Spike.

“What is it?" asked Hound.

“It's a windmill,” explained Spike. “Modern ones
use wind power to pump water and generate
electricity. This one was more likely used tw grind
corn. Let's have a closer look at the village."

Hound drove on and parked in the village
square. “You wait here,” said Spike. "Il have a
look around.”

“Cuits me,” said Hound. "A snooze in the sun
will be very nice after all that dashing across the

countryside,”

Spike followed a footpath on to one of the hills.
A glint of metal caught his eve. He crept through
the trees, and there in a clearing stood the giant
figures of Megatron, Starscream and Soundwave.
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Spike didn't wait. He raced back to Hound and
called up the Autobot base.

The voice of Optimus Prime came over the
radio. "What have you found?”

"The Decepticons have taken up a position
overlooking the village. There's no sign of
Laserbeak. The mysterious structure on the hill is
something called a windmill. It's an ancient piece
of old-fashioned Earth technology. All the
machinery is wooden. That's why there is no
magnetic response.”

“Stay where you are,” said Optimus Prime. “I'm
on my way with a battle unit.”

The battle unit was quickly formed. Optimus
Prime gave his orders.

Autobots - TRANSFORM! Cliffjumper!
lronhide! Sunstreaker! Windcharger! Ratchet, you
will assume command of base until we return.”

Last of all the Autobot leader transformed into
his articulated truck shape. Then he led the
.":'I.IJ'I!{Jh:}I.‘ COoNvoy out on the road to seek and do
battle with their enemies the Decepticons.

LT+



Again Spike explained. “There's a breeze sald

{ f|[|i1|r1|'|:-|:_'1 Why doesnt it move?

There will be a simple brake mechanism,” said
Spike's father, “and gearing to adjust the sails to
catch the wind, like the flaps on an aircratt wing
L e ancestors were olten cleverer than we
imagine.”

Hound had been probing the night with his

.ensors. “The Decepticons are still there, but |

1 ; ?
detect no trace of Laserbeak,” he |e'|‘u1r111[

I he sun had set and the moon was rising when

Optimus Prime brought his force 1o a hale. On a
hill above, the tall stone tower and outstretched

arms of the windmill were black against the night
sky. Spike’s father, riding in the articulated truck
climbed down. and the Autobots transformed

onee moare Lo Ill!‘-—ll[‘-. ':-l['l.llﬂ'.lh ]:'I'!I‘h' sent a Hllllr[
t.i:_'1|.:||. .'||h:_! in a lew minutes '.1!-:_".' WETE |-;'||r||_'-_f 4530

!!(!ll['ll.l -.H'ILl 5"-|"I\-.l.'.

So. that's a windmill!™ said lronhide. "W hat

does it do?




The village was now a blaze ol lights. J"::nph: and a string ol electronic I'llL'L'Fh came from the

were hurrying towards the village hall, and from speakers,
the hill Spike could hear strains of music And the whaole system exploded |

Inside the hall a disco was in full swing. [he His transformer unit re-energised, Lascrbeak
villagers danced to the recorded music as the hurst out as the evil, bird-shaped robot)

lights flashed and glowed on the happy faces. The
disc jockey reached out to the box of casseties as
the one in the player neared the end. Without

The dancers screamed as the sinister creature
swooped over their heads. With a crash of wood

and glass Laserbeak smashed through a window

looking he slotted it in and pressed the switch. . : _
i | and into the night sky
and nothing happened. He turned up the volume

e T ——




The crowd fled out of the hall and into the
moonlit street. Laserbeak circled overhead. His
sensors detected the presence of the Decepticons
and he circled once more to get a fix on their
position.

£11]

One of the villagers had run to his house, Now
he came out carrying a shot-gun. In a barrage of
fire Laserbeak flew towards the hills, Other armed
villagers appeared, and in a moment the whaole
crowd was in hot pursuit of the winged robat,

Laserbeak quickly drew away from the pursuit.
He saw the Decepticons among the trees and
swooped in to land. Megatron and the others
heard the shots and saw the flashes, As Laserbeak
transformed again to a cassette and slotted into
Soundwave's chest-pack, Starscream shouted:
Blast them out of existence! They dared to raise
their hands against a Decepticon!”

Hold your firel” shouted Megatron. I give the
orders. And they're still out ol range...at least
two kilometres away!

]|



; j"'I.I: .tl'u: m:'n..ind af distant gun shots, Upl:'rrn-u-t. Laserbeak. They were making straight for the
rime ordered the Autobots to take up position woods where Megatron and the Decepticons were
~I.:|| I!J:I{.' Il-;irl by the windmill. The moon was hidden | .

right, but it was still impossible to make o - i 5

what was happening. Spfli::: found an open .:;:nr at opie c;al.h:_d d“.wnrnt (-:}plt.t.mm Fehghs Qo 23
the base of the windmill tower. He darted inside B3 Creat e e
and climbed quickly up a flight of dusty wooden
stairs to the top floor. He opened a window
r:hutrr:r. and far below he could see the shadowy
figures of the villagers as they ran in the hunt for

The Autobots used their energy weapons to
send a stream of fire flashing towards the hidden

Decepticons.

For the first time Megatron saw the Autobots
on the opposite hill by the windmill, “The
Autobots!” he cried. “They have taken possession
of the structure reported by Laserbeak! They
must know its worth! Leave the Earthlings! This

is more important!”




At Megatron's command, Starscream
transformed to his aircraft shape and, with
Laserbeak, swept into the sky to mount an aerial
attack on the Autobots. The giant figures ol
Megatron and Soundwave burst through the trees
on the opposite side to the approaching villagers,
striding across the moonlit fields, weapons blazing
in a frontal attack.

In moments a Herce hntrl.:.- r..1|.,:-_'L1 flrul.lnd the
windmill

Fusion cannons, [I-I'|1'|[u|1 rifles and blaster
missiles roared and flashed. The grass and bushes
on the hilltop were ripped and shredded as the
giant robots struggled in hand to hand combat.
Stones showered down as stray shots hit the
windmill tower where Spike watched the battle
from the window. Suddenly he saw a Hgure
sprinting for the cover of the mill. It was his
tather 'LJp here, Dad!” he shouted

Laserbeak was circling before coming in to the
attack once more when he heard Spike's voice
Coing into a screaming power drive, he blasted
off a missile. The missile struck just above the
window, and Spike leapt back. He tell against a
long lever protruding from the floor and grabbed
at a |r|n;1 of hanging chain to save himself. The
chain moved in his hand, and with a loud groaning
and rumbling the ancient wooden machinery of
the mill began to move!



Megatron was first to notice the windmill sails
starting to move, “The Autobaots have activated
the device,” he shouted.

Laserbeak saw it too, but just too late. As he
pressed in another attack upon the mill, he failed
to notice one of the heavy sails sweeping towards
him. With a splintering crash the heavy timber
sail hit the mechanical bird. Pieces of wood flew
in all directions. Laserbeak was undamaged, but
the shock triggered the release of a missile. As

T

Laserbeak recovered, the missile P‘UU;.!hk‘i.i into :
the ground between Megatron and Starscream,

the blast hurling them to the ground
“Stop that thing!” screamed Megatron

Starscream knelt and aimed the null-ray
arojector at the mill. The mill glowed with blue
light as the ray hit it, but the machinery rumbled
on and the damaged sails still swung round and

round in the moonlight.

“Impossible!” cried Starscream, “There is no

machine which can withstand the null-ray



From the opposite hill, the villagers watched Again Starscream fired the null-ray.
thie 1-h'|[-'.||-_ [hl_ Vi l:-'.lll.lllr SEE UG ki |1I_.| e Ok [I'I"- I_|| ng s rnr::---’ aEainst our most ;1|,-,‘-|.||”|
and flash of energy weapons were clear enough rechnology arron. “The Autobots have
I'l:"n:ll'l.'al 5 ||.|;:-'..=-_'r1ir1;:'." Il'-:". aski || 1'.||_!| .,|;|'||-r learned its secret ey seck o useé If ajFainst us!
formetting bor I|||_' moment ||1|' mysterious wree d It must i '-r'l'.'i[""-! .or _!|'-'.||-|_'|_| " And the

creature they had been chasing Decepticon leader again led the attack upon the

A
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The Autobots were being hard pressed. Already
they had retreated part way down the hill. The
Decepticons were close to the windmill.
Soundwave suddenly cried, “DEVICE MAY NOT
RESIST SHOCKWAVES. .. RUMBLE ACTIVATE
L OPERATION SHOCKWAVE!

A cassette ejected and transformed into the
small but powerful Decepticon, Rumble.

"l said ‘STOP, not 'DESTROY",” screamed
Megatron. But he was too late. Rumble’s low
trequency ground-wave generators were already in
action. The mill began to sway as cracks ran up
the height of the tower.

T iy,
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Spike and his father sprinted to safety, but the
Decepticons were not so quick. Megatron,
Starscream, Soundwave and Rumble vanished
under the wreck of the huge sails and the rumble
of the tower as the windmill collapsed, while
Laserbeak flew in circles above the dust trying to
see what had happened

Optimus Prime called up to the flying
Decepticon, “Tell Megatron we would like to stay
to help, but we're rather busy at the moment.”

Back on the road the Autobots transformed, and
the whole convoy set off back to base.
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Mext day, Optimus Prime was thougheful.

“I'm sorry about the windmill.” he said. "One of
CELIT ﬁutuhﬂt rl.ltl:"-. (1 t}lﬂt ll'l.l..' pn]p:‘rt‘_,.f ni I.‘!'H.' F.a.rt|'|
people must be left unharmed. I'm also afraid that
we may have been seen. The less people know of
us the better.”

Spike came up carrying a newspaper. |l
shouldn't worry,” he said. "Listen!”

“THERE ARE REPORTS FROM A REMOTE
VILLAGE OF A FREAK ELECTRICAL STORM
WHICH DESTROYED A WINDMILL WHICH
HAD BEEN A LOCAL LANDMARK FOR OVER
A HUNDRED YEARS. EVEN STRANGER IS
THE REPORT OF A DISCO DANCE WHICH
WAS INTERRUPTED BY THE APPEARANCE
OF A WINGED DEMON'"

“It's a pity in a way,” said Spike, “that they'll
never know the true story!”




